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WCC Consultation Stresses Urgency of Inter-Communion Issue 


(Geneva) - A four-day consultation on the celebration of Holy Communion 
at ecumenical gathcrings has concluded here with a statement stressing 
the urgency of the issue and calling upon the churches to examine the 
problem far more deeply than they h ve thus far done. 


The two-part statement was formulated by 29 theologians and youth 
leaders from several churches and half a dozen European countries and 
the United States. The meeting was sponsored jointly by the Youth and 
Faith and Order Departmentsof the World Council of Churches. 


The major concern of the consultation, according to its statement,, 
was to find ways "to reduce to the minimum the scandal caused by the 
multiplication of communion services" at ecumencial meetings. 

The first part of the statement recommends a series of "re-formulations" 
of the present principles governing such services held at meetings under 
World Council auspices. 


The second part submits a series of questions to the WCC's 178 member 


churches. and to various ecumenical bodies such as the YMCA and YWCA, 
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Current practice at ecumenical meetings is based on recommendations 
established at the World Faith and Order Conference held at lund, Sweden, 
1952. The Lund Conference pe that open communion services sucks be 


held at ecumenical gatherings where possible on the invitation of a local 
church or churches which sa ees such services. 


; . 
The statement notes that recent "spontaneous" developments. make re-study 
of the Lund statement urgent. It mentions specifically the First European 


Heumenical Youth Assembly held in July, 1960, at Lausanne, Switzerland: 
The 1,800 youth attending the Assembly declared that "we are going home as 
Christians who have experienced what it means not to be able to become one 
at the Lord's table..." They affirmed that they would not cease to demand 
that their respective denominations and the World Council "work towards 
the establishment of an increasingly inclusive intercommunionm' 


The consultation statement stresses that decisions about communion at 
ecumenical meetings held under World Council auspices should be considered 
"special cases" because "in the ecumenical movement the churches created 
a new situation of mutual recognition", 


It calls upon the churches to study how they could extend their 
existing rules and regulations governing communion in the light of the 
fact that World Council meetings are gatherings of church representatives 
exXVlacitiy seeking to further the unity of the Church. It asked. the 
churches to consider whether such meetings cannot be regarded as "temporary | 
Manifestations of the One Church of Christ. 


It urges that a study should be made of the theological implications 
and the theological nature of World Council meetings and other ecumenical 
conferences. 


At the same time it stresses that the problem of communion at 
gseumenical meetings cannot be studied in isolation from the whole quesiiom 
of the problem of inter-communion between churches. 


The conference statemont places emphasis upon holding one service 
of holy communion at ecumenical gatherings "within the context of the 
Conrerence" and at the invitation of a "host church or churches," and 
emphasises that such a service would not be’ a service of the conference, 
bu OL the inviting church. 


However, the statement recognizes that in the present state of 
divided Christendom, it is not possible for all members of an ecumenical 
conference to receive communion togcther at a common service. The 
statement says conference authorities should assist other churches to 
arrange communion services as required, but that they should be kept 
to a minimum. 


The urgency of the problem highlights the second part of the 
consultation statement. An introductory section declares that there is 
a growing number of young people coming into ihe ecumenical movement who 
regard present practices as "finally disobedient" and believe that "a 
divided table denies the cena eae es proclaimed there", 


Questions addressed to the WCC's membor churches includes What are 
the implications of membership in the WCC and what does this mean for 
communion practices framed prior to membership? How can the benefits 
of ecumenical fcllowship be more effectively communicated to the churches? 
What is the responsibility of the churches for ecumenical education? 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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Similar questions are addressed to the YMCA and YWCA, the World Council 
and various other ecumenical bodies. 


The state n remind; 1 
Pe. anes : rt pe Siemans by reminding the churches that "all must be 
: ae € to the total challenge of the ecumenical event!!; It declares: 
~ar tal responses and practical adjustments may indeed enable us to avoid 
> ao 4 Smate = 
responding the ultimate questions put to us by our Lord and become a refusal 


of the ccumenical obedience which must lead us to the Resurrection by the 
way of the Cross." 


The full text of the statement will be published in the April issue of 
oun Review, a periodical of the World Council of Churches. Chairman 
fe) e meeting w Lshoy tephe ayne ¢ ive 1 
4 neeting was Bishop Stephen Bayne, London, executive officer of the 

nglican Communion. EPS, Geneva 
9 ce e 


Orthodox Proposed as '!Major! US Religious Body 


(Washington) - The United States Government has been called upon to designate 
Eastern Orthodoxy as one of the nation's four major religious bodies. 


Un wenator Clifford PP. Case (Republican-New Jersey) has drafted a 
resolution which would give Orthodoxy equal status with Protestantism, Roman 
Catholicism and Judaism, particularly. in relation to religious participation 
in governmental ceremonies. 


Senator Case noted that, while Orthodox churches report a constituency of 
some 2,807,000 members, some federal agencies have omitted their representatives 
from participating in such ceremonies. While the other three groups have not 
been formally designated by Congress as "major" religious bodies, they have 
been considered as such as a matter of course. 


Twentyfive states in the union have already passed resolutions designating 
Hastern Orthodxy as having equal status with the other bodies. Other réesolu- 
tions are pending. EPS, Geneva, 


Bree Church of Scotland Protests Queen's Visit to Pope 


(Edinburgh) - A resolution strongly protesting "against the action of the 
government in advising the Queen to Visit the Pope in Rome" has been passed 
by the commission of the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, 
meeting last week in Edinburgh. 


The resolution stated that the commission rejected "the official 
explanation of courtesy in justification of this Visit, havinge ima 
that the Vatican State cxists only to serve the religious pretensions of 
the Papacy and that concessions to these pretensions - even by appearance - 
are harmful to the reformed religion by law established in this realm", 


Tt had been announced earlier that Queen Blizabeth and Prince PHideep 
will visit Pope John XXIII at the Vatican May 5 on a State Visit to tei 
EPS, Geneva. 


Canadian Church to Establish Factory Chaplaincy 


(Toronto) - The United Church of Canada has approved plans to establish 
the denomination's first factory chaplaincy. 
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(The church!s Board of Evangelism and Social Service has authoriged 
sending six ministers to England to learn the techniques of industrial 
evangelism and has made plans to create the ministry as a permanent 
structure within the church. 


} In another action at its recent meeting the Board called upon United 
vhurch congregations not to deal with building contractors who pay 
sub-standard wages and ignore fair working practices, 


It also adopted a motion that South Africa should be expelled from 
the British Commonwealth family. if the government continues its 
apartheid policy, EPS, Geneva. 


Cardinal Calls For Full Loyalty of Polish Clergy 


(Warsaw) - StefannCardinal Wyscynski, Roman Catholic Primate of Poland, 
has sent a gravely worded letter to 15,000 priests calling upon their 
full loyalty in a deepening struggle for survival in Poland. 


The Cardinal warned the priests to be ready for any sacrifice in 
defense of the faith - "even punishment, exile, loss of freedom". The 
private letter, dated January 12, was made public last week. 


The Polish Government has been quietly applying increasingly heavy 
pressures on the churches in Poland and curtailing religious freedom 
through a series of measures. All religious instruction has been 
eliminated from almost all Polish schools and priests and parishes have 
been subjected to tax increases.- Seminaries have also been put under 
stricter control, including censorship of their libraries. 


The letter warns priests tempted by “self-love" and "excessive ambition" 
against collaboration with the Polish Communist regime, but identifies the 
Church with the government's objective of preserving the western: territories 
taken over from Germany after World War II, and acknowledges the reality 
of Poland's firm membership in the Communist bloc. under Soviet leadership. 
However, the Cardinal wrote: 


'We must realize on the other hand that priests making links with any 
systems ~ with the current policy of a state or particularly with parties 
fighting for influence - have never acted in accord with Christ's words. 
Let us not ourselves be divided into patriots and non-patriots, into 
progressives and non-progressives." 


The admonition was interpreted in western circles as an indication 
that the church intends to take a neutral role in next monthts. national 
elections. This is in accord with predictions in church circles that the 
hierarchy will neither urge Catholics to go to the polls to vote forme 
single national front - as the government wishes - nor will it advocate 
a boycott of the election, EPS, Geneva. 


US Catholic Bishops Oppose School Aid Plan 

(Washington, D.C.) - The hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
United States has decided to oppose the Kennedy administration's education 
programmes unless it is changed to provide assistance for private and 
parochial schools. 
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The hierarchy's stand was decided upon at a meeting in Washington last 
week of the National Catholie Welfare Conferences Administrative Board. 
The board consists of the five US cardinals and ten archbishops and bishops 
who head departments of the conference. 


The President has sent a message to Congress calling for faderal grants 
totalling $2,298,000,000 in three years for public school construction and 
teachers! salaries. 


. President Kennedy has repeatedly announced his opposition to any federal 
assistance to non-public schools as "clearly unconstitutional", 


A statement released by Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cincinnatti, chair= 
man of the Board, summarized the Church!s opposition as follows: 


i. The question of whether or not there ought to be fideral aid is & 
judgment to be based on objective economic facts connected with the schools 
of the country and consequently Catholics are free to take a position in 
accordance with the facts. 


2e in the event that there is federal aid to education we are deeply 
convinced that in justice Catholic. school children should be given the righ 
to participate. 


pm nespecting “he Dorm of participation, we hold.it to be stracaiy, 
within the framework of the Constitution that long term, low-interest loans 
GO private institutions could be part of the federal aid programme. It is 
proposed, thercfore, that an effort be made to have an amendment to this 
effect attached to the bill. 


4. In the event that a federal aid programme is enacted which excludes 
children in private schools these children will be the victims of discrim- 
inatory legislation. There will be no alternative but to oppose such 
eESecriAminati ome. EPS, Geneva. 


Changes in Church of England Noted by Paton 
(London) - The Rev. David Paton, secretary of the Oouncil for Ecumenical 
Gooperation (Church of England) has noted that the Church of England is 
changing in many subtle ways. 

Speaking at a meeting of the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. sergius, 
Mr. Paton said he was thankful thet the Lambeth Conference had looked 
forward to the time when the Church of England as such, narrowly interpreted, 
would no long exist. 


While Mr. Paton deprecated what he described as a "confessional 
fientality", he noted that the church was becoming more sacramental in its 
outlook, and that its laity were beginning to assume responsibilities which 
would have been considered astonishing a few years ago. 


"Our Protestant friends often find us in this latest phase more 
religiousand amore pleasant a body to deal with,’ he said, 


Mr. Paton noted that this was a different situation than’. that -wbach existe 
few years ago when the only choice in the church lay between a "right-wing § 
High Church ecumenism looking to Rome or to the Orthodox Church or both, 
and a left-wing Low Church ecumenism looking to the Free @hurch and shading 
off into undenominationelism, in which the church, as such, is not 


important". 
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oe Bete * a ; é 
ie rou. belonged to one side," he continued, "any progress by the 
other seemed a bad thing. 


rir - : ; 
The most dramatic change that has taken place is that now it is 
possible to think of a left-wing ecumenism which will result in a Christian 


body not less but more open to the @atholic world," he observed. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Russian Orthodox Journal Praises WCC Work for Peace 


(Moscow) = the work of the World Gouncil of Ghurches for international 
peace with justice is commended in a lengthy article in the current issue 
of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate, official publication of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 


The-article says that the World Council is "making a positive contri- 
bution towards the decrease of international tension and the promotion of 
world peacen, 


the ertvicle is signed by Professor A. F. Shishkin, ‘professor of 
theology at the Leningrad Theological Academy. It is the first comment 
by the Journal on the WCC!s work in international relations, although 
previous issues have discussed other aspects of the World Council programme, 


The article takes the form of a report of a meeting of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs held last August at St. Andrews, 
Scotland. Professor Shishkin and V. S. Alexeev, °F the staff of the. Foreign 
Department of the Moscow Patriarchate, were observers at the meeting. The 
Commission is a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council $ 


Professor Shishkin praises the World Council for its “advocacy of 
peace, and-its tremendous efforts in favour of disarmament and to stop 
nuclear weapons testing", He writes that it is to be commended for its 
concern to’ "solve international questions by peacful means, promote 
peaceful co-existence between states with different social-economic and 
political structures, develop cooperation between East and West, and 
support national independence and development of countries formerly under 
eolonial rule'l, 


The article declares that the ecumenical movement is playing an 
important role in "trying to keep the Christian conscience free from 
tendencious political passions, which often coloured it in the past, and 
which prevent Western Christians from forming contacts with the Orthodox 
churches in the socialist states", 


The first part of the article outlines the CCIA programme, noting 
that "the churches which are members of the World Council are living 
under widely differing social andpditical systems and their members are 
living under political-economic osnditions which are diametrically opposed 
to one another. 


"When we asked whether the CCIA is dependent upon any governmental 
authority,'"*-Profegssor:Shishkin writes, "we were assured that the Worid 
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Council is absolutely independent of an 


political party." y governmental authority or 
& Ve 


"It is the task of the World Council," he adds, "to maintain 
Christian contacts between the churches, and to remind Christian people 
all over the world that loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ as founder of 
the Christian Church takes precedence over all othor considerations," 


EPS, Geneva. 


Site of 1961 Kirchentag to be Announced March 10 


(Berlin) ~ Negotiations between German Protestant leaders and officials 
of the East German Government haveled to a definite selection of the 
site of the 1961 Kirchentag, or German Church Day Congress. However, 
Kirehentag officials have agreed not to reveal the location, pending 
further discussions with the East German Government. : 


Since Hast German authorities earlier refused to grant permis. 
Sion forsome meetings to be held in Bast Berlin in July, Kirchentag 
caders reportedly have explored the possibility of staging the congress 
in Leipzig instead. 


Hans Seigewasser, Hast Germany's sccretary of state for church 
affairs, has indicated that while his government would notpermit 
Sessions to be held in Hast Berlin, it would consider an application 
from representatives of Protestant churches in Hast Germany to hold 
them in Leipzig or some other city there. 


De. Kurt Schart of Bast Berlin, new president of the Councal ofp tie 
Evangelical Church in Gcrmany (EKD), was among the Protestant leaders 
who met with Mr. Seigewasser recently to discuss whether his government 
would grant the necessary freedom to hold the meetings in East Germany. 
‘The church leaders were to determine whether the government would grant 
visas to participants and speakers from West Germany. However, the 
outcome of the discussions has not been disclosed. EPS, Geneva. 


Momeecounl ueymem povvack Us Church Council 


(Dallas) - Thirty Protestant Episcopal laymen in Texas - most of them 
doctors and dentists - have appealed to Bishop C. Avery Mason of Dallas 

to "take immediate steps" to sever the denomination!s ties with the 
National) Council of Churches (USA) on the grounds that it is “"socialiequer® 


However, Bishop Mason promptly rejected the appeal, pointing out 
that the triennial General Convention of the Episcopal Church is the 
only body with authority to take such action. 

In a letter to the bishop, the laymen cited the NCC's recent 
endorsement of federal aid to education and medical care for the aged 
through Social Security as evidence of the councilts alleged “socialistic 
fendencies", 

'We can no longer sanction the actions of this group which purports 
to speak in our behalf and which is hastening us on our way toward the 
total welfare state - complete socialism," the letter said. 


Replying to the letter in an intervicw, Bishop Mason remarked: "It 
is quite obvious that people differ on subjects such as federal aid 
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to education and medical aid to the aged. But tho palicies of the 
National Council are not binding on any member communion. That's in 
the council's constitution," 


as Dr. H, Conrad Hoyer, an Augustana Lutheran pastor who 
has spent cight months on the staff of the NCC, told his denomination!s 
hee American Missions in Minneapolis that he found the council's 

. ey eae a 
position on social issues "still a little to the ‘right! as compared with 
the New Testament!, 


ipa Hoyer, assocliatc executive secretary for tho council's Division 
of Home Missions, conceded that the NCC is "by no means a perfect 
instrument," but he said it is "the only practical instrument on the 
horizon at the national level for ecumenical fellowship, planning and 
service." 


Wiherefore," he added, "we should use it an improve it as we cana" 
EPS, Geneva. 


Bishop Reeves Resigns Johannesburg Diocese 


(Johannesburg) - The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, the Rt. Rev. Ambrose 
Reeves, whose outspoken criticism of apartheid resulted in his sudden 
deportation from South Africa last September, will resign his diocese the 
end of March, 


The announcement was made by Archbishop Joost de Blank, Archbishop 
of Capetown, who said Dr. Reeves! resignation was made necessary because 
Mas ,itock could not continue indefinitely without him. 


"A sorry day, indeed has dawned for a people that claims to be 
devout and God-fearing", declared Dr. de Blank, "It is with heavy hearts 
that the bishops of the Province of South Africa have agreed to allow 
Bishop Reeves to resign. 


Niisawisdom, insight and conecrn for social justice and his love 
of the underprivileged will never be forgotten and South Africa is 
immeasurably poorer for his going." He added that "many will see in 
Dr. Reeves! resignation a victory for the anti-Christian forces in this 
country", but that "Christ's Church in South Africa has been strengthened 
by his witness", 


Dr. Reeves, who is sixty-one, has been Bishop of Johannesburg since 
1949. He was deported last September within forty-cight hours after 
returning to his diocese after six months! furlough in England. His 
pook "Shooting at Sharpeville" published last December has been banned in 
South Africa. Bishop Reeves and his family are now living ncar London. 
He has announced he has no special plans for the future, 


The Archbishop is expected to issue a mandate shortly for filling 
the Sec. The Dean of Johannesburg will summon an clective assembly 
within cight days of its receipt. (See BPS No. 35, 1960). 

EPS, Geneva. 
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New Protestant Theology Faculty Planned for Camcroons 


(Geneva) - A Faculty of Protestant Theology will be cstablished at Yaounde 
in the Cameroons to mect entirely new situations arising from the independ- 
enee recently granted to the young churches of Africa, 


In announcing the move at 2 press conference here, the Faculty ss 
Protestant Theology at the University of Geneva disclosed that it will 
supervise the academic standards of the new school, providing guidance on 
curriculum and the nomination of professors. 


PWiss Protestant churches, especially in the French-speaking sector, 
will be asked to raise 90,000 Swiss francs (about US$22,500) to construct 
& home for a Swiss professor and to pay his salary for the first two years. 


the curpose of the new faculty will,be.to train, local. pastors. in/ tie 
surroundings in which they will work, instead of sending them to Europe 
where they often do not feel at homo, where the cost of study is too high, 
and where the curriculum is not designed to help them cope with the 
religious, cultural, social, political and economic problems facing Africa 
Today 


ine new faculty, having the status of a university, will eventuagiiny 
anvolve an expenditure of some 1,500,000 Swiss francs (about US$375,000). 
Long-range plans call for the erection of a chapel, meeting and lecture 
rooms, and accomodation for seven lecturers. The Church in the Cameroons 
mas provided the. Site and the theological training fund of the internataonel 
Missionary Council will help to finance the project. EPS, Geneva. 


ial Theat iont 


Dr, Hrmenno Rostan, moderator of the, Waldensian Church of Ttaly,, is 
Making a three-months tour-of the United States. He will represent his 
denomination, which antedates the Reformation, at the general assemblies 
of the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) and the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, and at the General Synod of the Reformed Church of 
Minemnca .) While an the US, he will also visit the village of Valdeseg aa 
Waldensian settlement in North Carolina. ‘ 

£ x 

The Churches of Christ has announced plans to cstablish a Christian 
College in Hong Kong with the endorsement of British .and Chinese leaders, 
The British government has reportedly offcred tofurnish land free for the 
school as well as a percentage of the cost for building construction, 


x xX * 


Professor Erhard Mauersbergcr of Eisenasch, one of Germany's leading 
Protestant church musicians, has been appointed by the Leipzig City Council 
as conductor of the well-know Thomana Choir. He succeeds Professor Kurt 
Thomas. Professor.Mauersberger is8valso conductor of the Bach Choir of 
Bisenach and director of the Conservatory of Church Music there. 


Xe 


CORRECTION - Ninety-five per cent of the votes castto date by Congregational 
Christian Churches in the United States favour the denomination!s becoming a 
part of the United Church of Christ. Of the total of 1,947 votes cast, 
i S4eunave gored "ycs."- There are 5,500 Congregational Christian Churches 
in the United States. An In Brief item in the January 20 issue of EPS 
erroneously reported the number of the denomination!s churches as 787. 

EPS, Goneva. 
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Cuban Protestants Launch Vigorous Programmes 


(Havana) - A "small, vigorous" Protestant movement with capable national 
leadership hag launched a series of new programmes in Cuba. 


The vigor of the movement is most readily seen in the Christian 
Social Movement, a non-political organiza-ion which aims to put into 
practice "the social content of Christian ideas until they begin to 
penetrate as far as possible into our national life". 


It is seen also.in new overtures being made by the Cuban Council of 
*Evangelical Churches to churches outside its membership and is reflected 
in reports of growing church memberships, rises in contributions and other 
Signs’ of strength in the life of the indigenous churches. 


Although observers differ as to the reasons for this new vigor among 
Protestant churches, there is no doubt that the Castro government's break 
with the Roman Catholic Church has been an important factor. Significant 
Protestant missionary endeavours were not even possible on the island until 
after.the Spanish-American War because of the historic union of the state 
and.the Vatican. 


“The position of Christian Social Movement, which has the support of thé 
Council!s eight-member churches with an aggregate of some 40,000 persons, 
has been spelled out in a ten-point statement of principles endorsing 
political neutrality and militant pacifism and stressing the need for 
Christian unity and interdenominational evangelism programmes. 


The Council's statement or "social creed" rejects both capitalism and 
Marxism and calls for the creation of a Christian social order, which 
recognizes that God is the ultimate authority concerning man and history, 
and which is based upon the "social principles of Christ which postulate the 
value of the human personality, reverence for life, liberty of the individua 
the spirit of service, social justice, and the brotherhood of man - 


It recognizes "with penitence" that "the rise of communism in the world 
constitutes a judgement of Godlon the Church which has not always performed 
its social function," and that, "as Christians we have to prepare ourselves 
#0 live in a world in which it will not be possible to uproot Marxist 
communism completely, In the face of this reality,"it saya, "we cannot av@ 
our responsibility, and noither shall we compromise regarding the actions 
of communism which are in opposition to the social principles of the 
Christian faith. ' 


"The Church should approach Communists with love, knowing that they 
are the object of the love of God, since Jesus Christ died also for them," 
it continucs, "that they are not impervious to Christian irfluence since 
their passion for social justice, their spirit of sacrifice and devotion 
to a cause offer bridges for a possible rapprochement; ." 


Denominational Activities 
While most mission boards in the United States have withdrawn their 
workers in the wave of anti-American feeling, there are numerous reports 
indicating that the indigonous churches are carrying on vigorous programmes. 
Dr. James E, Ellis, oxecutive sccoretary for Latin American Countries 
of the Methodist Division of World Missions, has reported that in the 
absence of US missionarics, most national Methodists are "closing ranks 
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and carrying on the work as an indigenous church!'. 


fal spa tha - ae y r . . r 
In most areas of the Cuban church, he said, "there is a sense of spiritual 
en usiasm in the congregations, good attendance, growing church schools and 
the desire to extend into the rural areas". 


Some 85 Methodist conference pastors, as well as numerous lay workers, 
are carrying on the denomination's programme, the division reported. say 
further noted that when the first Methodist missionaries were sent to Cuba 
60 years ago, their intention was to establish an indigenous church. 


The denomination recently called upon Cuban Methodists to raise 
US$100,000 for a new five-year programme. The entirs amount has reportadly 
been pledged, with US$47,000 paid in the first nine months. 


A Similar five year plan to double the membership and financial support 
of United Presbyterian churches in Cuba has been announced by the Rev. 
Kenneth G. Neigh, secretary of the denomination!s Board of Nations Missions. 


Werareseontributing," said Dr, Neigh, “to a major expansion of 
Presbyterian work in Cuba because we believe that we meet our Christian o 
obligations in that troubled country by commitment to the work and witness 
Si our: Lord, not by withdrawal. 


"We know the leaders of our church in Cuba," he added. "They are able 
Christians whose love for us is unaltered, whose Christian dedication is 
great, and whose life hews to the Protestant spirit of teaching the Word 
of God, working for the physical welfare of His children, and keeping 
separate the Church and State." 


The American Baptist Convention has reported that, while all of its 
Missionaries have returned to the United States, progress is bcing made in 
all areas of denominational life. The programme of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church similarly is:in the hands of Cuban clergy. 


- Sixteen national pastors are continuing the work of the Church of the 
Nazarene on the island. The denomination has 35 churches or. preaching paints 
With about 2,000 active participants in congregational and Sunday school — 
programmes. 


Church Leaders Comment 


While it is too early to make long-range predictions relative to the 
government's future church-state policies, some spokesmen have ventured 
opinions concerning the present status of Protestant efforts on the island. 


Dr. Howard W. Yoder, exectitive secretary of the National Council of 
Churches! (USA) Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, has reported 
that the island!s 250,000 Protestants - of whom 47,000 are communicant 
church members - are experiencing new freedom under the Castro government. 


Moveover, the Rev. A. C. Forrest, aditor of The United’ Church (of 
Canada) Observer, has noted that the govermment has striken the name. of 
God from the constitution, and "has acted consistently on the assumption 
that men are not spiritual beings but cogs in a great state machine." 


"Religion may be tolerated," Mr. Forrest wrote in Presbyterian Life, 
"but criticism of the state is not permitted." 


Meanwhile, Dr. Yoder has noted that "a social revolution was long 
overdue" in Cuba. 
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"We can make the usenet blithely. now," he said, “although we did 
not see it so clearly before .the Castro forees moved in. We supposed 
that a new government eis cri tet ie. political prisoners would change 
places with those of the 01d regime and things would get back to normal 
4“ !normal!. being a state built on political graft, high tiliteracy rare, 
large American holdings and profits, primitive rural areas, and a new 
ally for the democratic West. 


But Castro's revolution went much deeper than the usual change of 
leadership cutomary in Latin American revolts," Dr. Yoder observed. "It 
was a forthright effort to replace injustice, ignorance with education, 
large land holdings operated under a system of peonage with land reform 


—)or SO it seemed.!! 


Pointing to honesty in administration of public funds, agrarian 


‘reforms and the increase in "cooperative" housing under the new government, 


Dr. Yoder added: 


"It is small wonder that many Cubang have been loyal to the revolu- 
tionary government and not critical, even when the ideals of state 
ownership have been proclaimed and new relationships with Russia and 
(Communist) China have been introduced into the revolutionary scene." 


In discussing the religious situation on the island, Dr. Yoder pointed 
out that one half of Guba!s 6,000,000-people profess no religious 
affiliation. He noted that one estimate indicated that not more than 15 
per cent of the population is loyal to the Roman Catholic Church. For 
that reason, many observers believe that Catholic opposition to the new 
government must come from other than Cuban Catholicism. 


Adon Taft, religion editor of The Miami (Florida) Herald, said in a 
special report from Cuba that an appeal has been made to the 200 Cubans 
among the 720 priests to organize’ a national Catholic Church. The other 
priests are foreigners, some 400:o0f them Spanish, he reported. 


Pointing out that the hierarchy's opposition to the new government — 
does not entirely stem from anti-Communist sentiment, Mr. Taft noted that 
the Castro administration has cut off all government subsidy for the 
church, which has existed throughout the island's 450 year history of” 
European civilization, 


In his latest action against the Catholic Church, Dr. Castro revealed 
that he was nationalizing the church's 133 acre cemetery in Havana at the 
request of the Cuban people. The cemetery is the only Catholic burial 
ground in. the capital and has been an important source of income. 


"Phe cemetery should be where our dearones can rest, and not a 
market, the prime minister declared in announcing the government's 
action. “Every’ family has the right to a piece of Seal pe to bury their 
dead and know that they will not be dislodged." 


In: his campaign against the Catholic Church, Dr. Castro has assailed 
what. he called "frauds. who convert religion into an anti-social, anti- 
national institution," while his brother, Raul, has declared that the 
priests "in no way represent Christ, who lived and died on the side of 
the people". 


At the same time, the government newspaper, Revolucion, denounced 
an act of "cowardly aggression" against a strongly pro-Castro priest 
who has been barred by ecclesiastical authorities from exercising his 
priestly functions, EPS, Geneva. 


